MUT declares trade dispute with the
Dominican Order in Malta

MUT supports pacific protest of educators and learning community

of Saint Albert the Great College
Wednesday, 27th July 2022

In a supportive action towards the spontaneous protest of educators and parents, who gathered in
front of St Albert the Great College in Valletta, the MUT is affirming the following:

The MUT has communicated with the Provincial of the Dominican Order in Malta, responsible for
Saint Albert the Great College, following the dismissal of the Head of School, Mr Mario Mallia. The
union condemns the draconian tactics adopted by the pseudo-board, set up by the Rector P. Aaron
Zahra within the same Dominican Order, as an oppressive vehicle to fire Mr Mallia, the Head of St
Albert the Great College. The MUT stands with Mr Mallia, a most respected educator who has been
leading the school for the past sixteen years.

Upon hearing that members of staff and parents were gathering to organise a pacific protest, the
same Rector, through the pseudo-board, sent three legal letters to members of staff to intimidate
them and to stop the spontaneous initiative being taken by those supporting the cause. St Albert the
Great College is a leading educational institution that deserves leadership with a strong educational
leadership background and a forward looking vision.

It is to this effect that the MUT deems that the Rector, who is not a warranted educator, cannot
assume the headship role of the school as announced by him in a letter sent to parents. The MUT
also questions the pseudo-board and its doubtful composition, whereby the same Rector has an
appointing role in terms of board members, an executive role in terms of the executive termination
of a Head of School and at the same time, without having the required qualifications. he has imposed
himself as the new Head of School with the supposed blessing of the same pseudo-board. The MUT
considers that the Rector and the pseudo-board are not able to lead an educational institution
through their actions, one of which was the termination of Mr Mallia. The MUT is declaring its mistrust
in the Rector and all board members and is requesting their resignation or removal from office.

In a separate communication with the Secretariat for Catholic Education, the MUT has declared a

trade dispute with the Dominican Order in Malta responsible for St Albert the Great College. The
Union is issuing directives to members today.

P.T.O. The MUT is also reproducing an open letter by staff of the school.
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lttra miftuha minn membri tal-istaff tal-Kullegg San
Albert il-Kbir

Ahna, bhala membri tal-istaff tal-Kullegg San Albert il-Kbir, ged nikkundannaw it-tkeécija ingusta tas-Sur
Mario Mallia minn Kap tal-Iskola. F’dawn |-ahhar sbatax-il sena, is-Sur Mario Mallia mhux talli mexxa l-iskola
b’ghaqal, b’sens ta’ Justizzja u bi spirtu demokratiku, talli taht it-tmexxija tieghu l-iskola taghna saret punt ta’
riferiment ghall-ideali li nhaddnu, ghall-pozizzjonijiet b’sahhithom li hadna favur I-inkluzjoni ta’ min hu
mwarrab, favur sistema edukattiva iktar gusta, ghall-involviment taghna fl-isfera pubblika dwar diversi
kwistjonijiet. Fuqg bazi individwali, is-Sur Mallia dejjem kien ferm attiv fid-diversi ogsma edukattivi u ta |-
kontribut b’sahhtu tieghu biex dan il-gasam jimxi '| quddiem. U dawn l-azzjonijiet taghna u tieghu dejjem
iddawlu mill-fidi nisranija in generali, mill-karizma Dumnikana in partikolari u mill-fatt li ahna skola tal-Knisja
jew ‘Skola-Knisja’, kif ihobb jghid is-Sur Mallia.

Wara bidla fl-ahhar snin fit-tmexxija min-naha tal-provin¢ja Dumnikana, bdew jitgajmu numru ta’ mistqosijiet.
Issa ged nindunaw li dawn il-mistogsijiet ma bdewx jitgajmu biex l-iskola ttejjeb certi pratti¢i, jew biex ikun
hemm djalogu ahjar, imma biex ¢erti individwi jsahhu I-poter taghhom fl-iskola. L-ghan taghhom jidher li kien
li jimbuttaw l-agenda neo-konservattiva taghhom filwaqt li jarmu dak it-tajjeb kollu li jsir fl-iskola ta’ kuljum.

Biex jimbuttaw din I-agenda, f'din I-ahhar sena twaqqaf Bord li kien imsejjes fuq numru ta’ pedamenti
problematici, fosthom li I-istaff ma jistax ikun jaf x’ikun gie diskuss waqt il-lagghat tal-Bord, li I-Kap tal-Iskola
ma jistax jattendi ghal-lagghat u li r-rettur u ¢-chairperson tal-Bord huma I-istess persuna. Li gara s’issa mal-
Bord (apparti lagghat ta’ informazzjoni) kienu decizjonijiet giljottina fejn fost I-ohrajn progetti ta’ inkluzjoni gew
imwaqqgfa hesrem. U jidher li kien hemm pjan fit-tul li din il-giljottina tinzel ukoll fuq ras is-Sur Mario Mallia.

Biex naghtu ezempiju, fost il-punti ewlenin li semmew biex jiggustifikaw it-tkeccija tal-Kap tal-Iskola kien
hemm li s-Sur Mallia ma kkonsultax mal-provinc¢ja biex jibda jigi mghallem suggett partikolari (MEET).
Permezz ta’ dan is-suggett, kif jissuggerixxi I-isem, I-ghan taghna kien li tinholoq bazi ghal djalogu mad-
differenzi ta’ madwarna, li nifhmu id-differenzi li jsawruna u li naghmlu xi haga fuq I-intolleranza rampanti li
nesperjenzaw madwarna. Minflok, il-Bord iddecieda li dan ghandu jiegaf ghax ir-rettur ma kienx avzat b’dan.
EZzempju iehor ta’ swied il-galb jikkonc¢erna t-twaqqif tal-kooperattiva This is Coop minn membri tal-istaff bl-
ghan li studenti b’dizabbilta jkunu jistghu jsibu impjieg wara li jtemmu |-process edukattiv taghhom. II-Bord
sab problema anke b’dan, bhal ma sab problema bil-parte¢ipazzjoni tas-Sur Mario Mallia fil-politika. Dak
kollu li naghmlu bhala skola, inkluz diskussjonijiet fuq I-affarijiet li jikkon¢ernaw il-hajja ta’ kuljum tal-iskola,
beda jigi interpretat bhala att ta’ insubordinazzjoni meta ahna dejjem rajna d-demokrazija, valur radikali tal-
Ordni Dumnikana, bhala aspett li nghozzu. Meta |-Bord iddecieda li jitke¢¢a |-Kap tal-Iskola, ma mexiex
langas ma’ principju l-iktar baziku ta’ ustizzja...li jisma’ lil kull min hu involut.

Dan kollu, mhux biss hu att ingust ma’ bniedem gust ghal ragunijiet oskuri hafna, imma jitfa’ lilna I-bgija tal-
istaff fincertezza kbira. L-ewwelnett, ghalina I-iskola hi progett komuni ta’ komunita miftuha li ilu s-snin
jinbena bil-mod il-mod. Is-Sur Mallia kien sors ta’ ispirazzjoni f'dan kollu, pero ir-rizultat hu wkoll xogholna
Ikoll. Dan issa gieghed fil-periklu li jitkisser. Apparti dan, b’dan I-attakk kontra I-professjoni edukattiva taghna,
minn nies li minkejja I-kliem, jidher li mhumiex esperti fil-qasam edukattiv, kull membru tal-istaff issa jhossu
mhedded li jekk xi haga ma toghgobx lill-Bord, jew lir-rettur, jew lil haddiehor li jitfa’ n-nar imbaghad jahbi idu,
taga’ I-giljottina fuqu wkoll. Din ahbar kerha wkoll ghall-istudenti, genituri, eks-studenti u |-genituri taghhom
ta’ San Albert li fl-iskola taghna sabu spazju ghall-vuéi, il-kreattivita taghhom u |-personalita taghhom. FI-
ahhar u mhux l-ingas, din hi shaba sewda wkoll ghall-qasam edukattiv f'pajjizna.

Ghalina dan mhux ac¢¢ettabbli u ged nitolbu:

1. Liminn ghada s-Sur Mario Mallia jerga’ jkun il-Kap tal-Kullegg San Albert u li jinghata I-poter kollu ta’
Kap ta’ Skola,

2. Limill-iktar fis niltagghu, ghall-ewwel darba, ghax s’issa qatt ma ried ikellimna, mal-Provinc¢jal Patri
Vince Micallef biex niddiskutu I-affarijiet inkwetanti li saru dan |-ahhar,

3. Likull min fl-Ordni Dumnikan hu ta’ rieda tajba, u li jista’ jahseb b’mohhu iqum u jsemma’ lehnu ghal
dak li hu gust.

4. Nitolbu lill-awtoritajiet kon¢ernati sabiex jiehdu azzjoni fug din I-inqustizzja. F'dan is-sens, nappellaw
lill-Arcisqof Charles J. Scicluna sabiex ikun medjatur fis-sitwazzjoni li ged tkun ta’ toqol ghall-merhla
tieghu.



